for rich people who had something belonging to them, some-
thing to lose; for those who had to work all countries were
the same." He only lived in Canary, he said, because his
people were there. We pointed out that the bond with one's
own people was precisely what made one country home and
not another, but the argument fell flat.
The great charm of the island lies in the mountainous char-
acter of the interior region. Three roads radiate from the
capital, one along the coast to the north, another to the south,
and the third inland. Along all these it is necessary to travel
some distance before points of interest are reached, and we
were at the disadvantage of never being able to be more than
a night or two away from the ship without returning to see
how the work on board was progressing. On all the main
routes are run motor-buses, which are chiefly characterised by
indications of impending dissolution, and inspire awe by the
rapidity with which they turn corners without any preliminary
easing down. The natives, however, appeared to think that the
accidents were not unreasonably numerous.
In addition to motors there are local " coaches " drawn by
horses, after the manner of covered wagonettes; they will
no doubt be gradually superseded by the motors, but still
command considerable custom. Both types of vehicles are
delightfully vague in the hours which they keep, being just
as likely to start too soon as too late, thus presupposing an
indefinite amount of time for the passengers to spend at the
starting-place.
Our first expedition was by the inland or middle road, which
winds up by the bleak hillside till it reaches a beautiful and
attractive country. To those unaccustomed to such latitudes,
it comes as a surprise to see fertility increasing instead of
diminishing with elevation, due to the more constant rain among
the hills. Monte and Santa Brigida may be said to be resi-
>dential neighbourhoods and have comfortable hotels and board*
ing-houses. There are two principal sights to be visited from
there. One is the village of Atalaya, which consists of a &one
of cave dwellings, almost encircling the summit of a dome-
shaped hill. The eminence falls away on two sides to a deep
ravine, over which it commands magnificent views, and is
connected with the adjacent hills by a narrow colL The rock

